Use of Dacron cuffed silicone catheters as long-term hemodialysis access.
Sixty-five Dacron cuffed, dual lumen, silicone central venous dialysis catheters (Quinton PermCath, Seattle, WA) were inserted in 51 patients as the sole form of permanent access for chronic hemodialysis. Six and 12 month actuarial survival rates of patients for all catheters were 53% and 35%, respectively. When calculations included revisions, 6 and 12 month actuarial catheter survival rates were 61% and 43%, respectively. The major limiting factors in survival using long-term catheters remain infection and thrombosis. Dacron cuffed, dual lumen, central venous, dialysis catheters can provide long-term vascular access for hemodialysis in high risk patients.